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Friends of Colliers W
ood

T
he F

riends are a com
m

unity group w
ho, w

ith 
w

illingness and enthusiasm
, w

ork to enhance the 
site.  T

hey run education and site based events to 
encourage use of the w

oodland.  A
nyone w

ith an 
environm

ental or com
m

unity interest is w
elcom

ed.  
C

ontact M
argaret on 0115 9385101, or em

ail  
focw

@
btinternet.com

.

Th
e 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
is

 o
pe

n 
to

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 a

t a
ll 

tim
es

.

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fo
r D

is
ab

le
d 

Vi
si

to
rs

T
he

 
si

te
 

co
nt

ai
ns

 
a 

va
rie

ty
 

of
 

ea
sy

 w
al

ks
, 

w
ith

 s
om

e 
se

at
in

g  
pr

ov
id

ed
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

pa
th

s.
  F

or
 u

p 
to

 d
at

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
pl

ea
se

 r
ef

er
 

to
 th

e 
co

nt
ac

t d
et

ai
ls

 b
el

ow
. 

Fu
rt

he
r I

nf
or

m
at

io
n,

 S
ite

 is
su

es
M

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t 
C

ol
lie

rs
 

W
oo

d 
ca

n 
be

 fo
un

d 
at

 w
w

w
.b

ro
xt

ow
e.

go
v.

uk
. T

o 
re

po
rt

 a
ny

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
pl

ea
se

  
co

nt
ac

t  
B

ro
xt

ow
e 

B
or

ou
gh

 C
ou

nc
il 

on
 

01
15

 9
17

 7
77

7.

Ac
kn

ow
le

dg
m

en
ts

T
he

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
hs

 u
se

d 
in

 th
is

 b
oo

kl
et

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ki
nd

ly
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

by
 G

eo
ff 

C
al

dw
el

l (
W

ild
lif

e)
 a

nd
 A

nt
ho

ny
 

K
irb

y 
(M

in
in

g 
H

er
ita

ge
).

The Colliery
C

o
a

l h
a

s b
e

e
n

 m
in

e
d

 in
 th

is a
re

a
 fo

r n
e

a
rly 7

0
0

 ye
a

rs. T
h

e 
m

o
n

ks o
f B

e
a

u
va

le
 P

rio
ry h

e
ld

 rig
h

ts to
 m

in
e

 co
a

l a
n

d
 it is 

b
e

lie
ve

d
 th

e
re

 w
e

re
 sh

a
llo

w
 w

o
rkin

g
s d

a
tin

g
 b

a
ck to

 R
o

m
a

n 
tim

e
s.  In

d
e

e
d

, w
ith

in
 a

 m
ile

 o
f n

e
a

rb
y B

rin
sle

y H
e

a
d

sto
cks, 

m
o

re
 th

a
n

 1
0

0
 sh

a
fts w

e
re

 su
n

k o
ve

r th
e

 la
st 2

0
0

 ye
a

rs .  T
h

e 
d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

n
t o

f th
e

 to
w

n
s a

n
d

 villa
g

e
s in

 th
e

 a
re

a
 o

w
e

 m
u

ch
 to 

th
is m

in
in

g
 h

e
rita

g
e

.

C
o

llie
rs W

o
o

d
 a

n
d

 th
e

 su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 a

re
a

 w
a

s o
n

ce
 th

e
 site

 o
f 

M
o

o
rg

re
e

n
 C

o
llie

ry. O
p

e
n

e
d

 b
y B

a
rb

e
r, W

a
lke

r &
 C

o
m

p
a

n
y 

in
 1

8
6

5
, th

re
e

 sh
a

fts w
e

re
 su

n
k a

n
d

 co
a

l p
ro

d
u

ctio
n 

co
m

m
e

n
ce

d
 

in
 

1
8

7
1

. A
t 

its 
h

e
ig

h
t 

th
e

 
co

llie
ry 

e
m

p
lo

ye
d

 a
 h

ig
h

 p
ro

p
o

rtio
n

 o
f th

e
 lo

ca
l w

o
rkin

g 
m

e
n

 a
n

d
 p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 1
,0

0
0

,0
0

0
 to

n
s o

f 
co

a
l p

e
r ye

a
r.  T

h
e

 co
llie

ry w
a

s p
a

rt o
f a 

la
rg

e
 co

m
p

le
x o

f m
in

e
s in

 th
e

 G
re

a
sle

y 
p

a
rish

.  O
th

e
r p

its  in
clu

d
e

d
  W

a
tn

a
ll, N

e
w

 
L

o
n

d
o

n
, 

D
ig

b
y, 

H
ig

h
 

P
a

rk 
a

n
d

 
L

o
d

g
e

. 
D

e
e

p
 m

in
in

g
 ca

m
e

 to
 a

n
 e

n
d

 in 
1

9
8

5
 

w
ith

 
th

e
 

clo
su

re
 

o
f 

M
o

o
rg

re
e

n
 a

n
d

 P
ye

 H
ill 

co
llie

rie
s. 

Facilities & Events
S

ite facilities include 
picnic 

tables 
and 

seats 
along 

the 
footpaths, 

a 
pond 

dipping 
platform

 
and 

an outdoor auditorium
. 

T
hese 

facilities 
can 

be used by schools and 
com

m
unity 

groups 
for 

educational or social activities.  
T

he 
F

riends 
of 

C
olliers 

W
ood 

organise a series of site based events 
throughout the year. T

hese have included, 
live perform

ances, dog show
s and volunteer 

conservation 
days. 

 
To 

find 
out 

m
ore 

inform
ation, contact the F

riends (see details 
below

). 
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Wetlands
One of the  attractions of Colliers Wood is its large 
pond, a fast disappearing wildlife habitat. With its 
shallow edges fringed with reeds and Yellow Flag, it 

provides a home for frogs, toads and the larvae of 
dragon and damselflies. As well as the main pond, 

scarce resources such as drainage ditches and 
wetlands have been created, providing different 

depths of water and bog, ideal for a rich community 
of aquatic species. The main pond has Moorhens, 

Mallards, and Mute Swans with the occasional Tufted Duck. A 
Grey Heron may also be seen.  The watervole, an increasingly 

rare species, has been spotted in the drainage ditches on the 
site.

Woodlands and Meadows
The mixed deciduous copses at Colliers Wood contain mainly   

Oak, Birch and Alder, with additional tree species such as Rowan, 
Hazel, Willow and Scots Pine.  These, together with the shrubs, 

Hawthorn, Guelder Rose, Dog Rose and Holly provide food and 
shelter for a wide range of insects, birds and mammals. The 

meadows adjacent to the copses provide open sunny spots for 
many wildflowers and butterflies to thrive. Small birds at the 

site such as Meadow Pipits, tits and warblers, attract Kestrels, 
Buzzards, Sparrow Hawks and Tawny Owls that can often be seen 
hunting over the woodland.  
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Walks around Colliers Wood

Barber Trail - 1.7km  -35 to 50 minutes
This trail takes you alongside the 
woodlands, hedgerows and meadows of the 
site and provides views of neighbouring fields 

before returning to the main pond via Engine Lane’s 
avenue of Limes.  Listen out for Willow Warblers 

and Chiffchaffs in the Spring or Goldfinches 
feeding in the Autumn. Gatekeeper or 

Speckled Wood butterflies may be seen 
along the trail in Summer. With links 

to other public footpaths it can 
easily form part of a longer 

walk. Please note Engine 
Lane is a  public highway 
adjacent to the site.

Walker Trail - 1km - 20 to 30 minutes
A short circular walk that takes you to the 

pond and dipping platform, up through the 
meadows and past the woodlands.  Look out for 

House Martins at the pond or a Skylark over the 
meadows in spring. Insects such as 

Common Darter dragonflies may be 
spotted in summer. The walk can 

be shortened by taking the path to 
the left from the car park past the 
auditorium. Choosing the mown 
path to your left takes you across 
one of the meadows where you 
rejoin a path back to 
the car park.

H
ol

ly

Community Woodland
Colliers Wood, created between 1997 and 1998, 
on the site of the former Moorgreen Colliery is 
a community woodland that forms part of the 
Greenwood Community Forest. 

Spring and Summer
Grey Partridge and Common Pheasant 
emerge from the copses to feed in the 
meadows. Common Blue, Large White 
and Tortoiseshell butterflies fly in the 
sunny meadows with Gatekeepers and 
Meadow Browns along the woodland 
edges. During your visit you may hear a 
Skylark singing high above the meadows, 
see a Willow Warbler along the woodland 
edges or spot a Green Woodpecker flying low 
across the paths.  

Autumn and Winter
In the autumn and  winter months the berry bearing trees and shrubs provide rich pickings for flocks of 
Redwing, Mistlethrush and Fieldfare.  In addition, the seedheads of the wildflower meadows provide a 
valuable source of food for flocks of Goldfinches and other seed-eating birds.
The presence of other waterbodies nearby and the large number of fruit bearing trees in the woods 
means that there is always a possibility of something unusual visiting the site, particularly when the 
weather is cold.
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